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Our	Writing	Program	Influences	
	
Kelly:	http://vcapwr-catalog.stanford.edu/	(Course	Descriptions)	
Stanford	was	my	example	strictly	for	the	content	of	the	program.	I	mostly	like	the	way	
they	describe	their	mission	statement,	goals	of	the	program,	and	their	course	
descriptions.		
https://undergrad.stanford.edu/programs/pwr/explore/pwr-goals-and-principles	(Goals	
and	Principles	of	the	Major).	They	also	use	the	goals	of	individual	professors	which	I	
thought	was	pretty	cool.	
Masumi:	http://www.arch.columbia.edu/.	The	design	was	trendy	yet	appropriate	for	
the	major.	Posts	are	templated,	so	new	content	additions	do	not	require	page	
reformatting.	The	navigation	has	many	resources	without	it	being	overwhelming,	and	all	
the	resources	are	in	one	place	unlike	our	major’s	
site.		https://undergrad.stanford.edu/programs/pwr	It	has	a	lot	of	valuable	information	
that	students	are	probably	looking	for.	Simple	navigation.	The	course	catalog	is	not	the	
prettiest,	but	the	rest	of	the	site	works.		
Danielle:	http://www.bk.psu.edu/Academics/Degrees/baccprowrit.htm		(if	you	watch	
the	video	they	get	straight	to	the	point,	also	they	use	the	interviews	and	quotes	from	
current	and	past	students	which	I	thought	was	cool!)	
Philip:Alright	I	liked	this	one	design	wise:	
http://music.as.nyu.edu/page/music.undergrad	
Mike:	here’s	Tisch	School	http://gradfilm.tisch.nyu.edu/page/about.html		the	windows	
can	be	other	mediums...the	main	page	has	a	cool	flash	window.	
here’s	CalArts	critical	studies	page:	http://criticalstudies.calarts.edu/	...cool	layout	
Also,		http://new.artinstitutes.edu/pittsburgh	...nice	vid	windows	and	graphic	elements	
here’s	one	off	the	Potts	PDF:	Michigan	State	University,	Information	Architecture	
Major…http://www.reg.msu.edu/academicprograms/ProgramDetail.asp?Program=5743	
	
Media	Releases	
	
UCF	now	offering	B.A.	in	Writing	&	Rhetoric	



By	Masumi	Palhof	
September	25,	2014	
Orlando,	FL	-	The	University	of	Central	Florida	is	now	offering	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	degree	
in	Writing	&	Rhetoric.	The	major	was	created	by	the	Department	of	Writing	&	Rhetoric	
(DWR)	to	prepare	students	for	jobs	as	writing	professionals,	which	are	in	high	demand	
and	needed	in	virtually	all	job	sectors.	
The	Writing	&	Rhetoric	B.A.	will	prepare	students	to	critically	analyze	and	effectively	
produce	texts	for	a	variety	of	mediums,	contexts,	and	audiences.	With	rhetoric	at	the	
foundation,	students	in	the	major	will	develop	effective,	ethical	communication	habits	
and	practices	such	as	being	open	to	others’	ways	of	thinking,	creative	problem	solving,	
and	awareness	of	rhetorical	moves.	
According	to	the	National	Association	of	Colleges	and	Employers,	written	
communication	skills,	analytical	skills,	and	verbal	communication	skills	ranked	in	the	top	
eight	attributes	employers	look	for—all	of	which	are	skills	the	new	major	heavily	
emphasizes.	
What	to	expect	
The	flexible	requirements	of	the	major	enable	students	to	tailor	classes	according	to	
their	career	plans	so	they	may	best	prepare	themselves	to	work	in	areas	such	as	editing,	
copywriting,	grant	writing,	marketing	or	sales	writing,	web	content	management,	
communication	management,	and	more.	
The	DWR’s	talented,	experienced,	and	accessible	teachers	and	advisors	are	invaluable	
resources	helping	guide	and	prepare	students	for	their	educational	and	professional	
paths.	Faculty	working	in	the	DWR	include	award-winning	teachers	and	nationally	
recognized	scholars	of	rhetoric	and	writing	in	diverse	areas	such	as	rhetorical	history	
and	theory,	global	and	intercultural	rhetoric,	civic	and	community-based	writing,	
professional	writing,	digital	rhetoric	and	writing,	and	writing	teacher	and	tutor	training.	
Students	benefit	from	the	resources	of	a	large	university	while	still	enjoying	the	
advantages	of	one-on-one	time	with	instructors	and	advisors	during	office	hours,	small	
classes	(most	will	be	capped	at	25	students),	and	a	flexible	curriculum.	
Those	interested	in	learning	more	about	the	major	should	visit	the	DWR	website,	the	
guide	and	resource	site	for	the	Writing	&	Rhetoric	major,	or	the	course	catalog.	E-mail	
writingandrhetoric@ucf.edu	to	request	an	advising	appointment	
Phone:	407-823-2295	
Fax:	407-823-1287	
FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE	

Writing	and	Rhetoric	Major	Proposed	for	UCF	
By	Danielle	Ridenour	

Orlando,	FL	–	The	first	of	it’s	kind	in	the	state	of	Florida,	the	University	of	Central	Florida	
College	of	Arts	and	Humanities	has	announced	the	proposal	to	offer	a	new	Bachelor	of	
Arts	Degree	in	Writing	and	Rhetoric.	

The	36	credit	hour	degree	will	offer	students	a	strong	foundation	in	rhetorical	and	
writing	practices,	while	offering	a	variety	of	courses	that	tailor	to	each	individual’s	



career	goals.	As	well	as	establish	UCF’s	Department	of	Writing	and	Rhetoric	as	future	
hub	for	research	in	various	rhetoric	and	writing	subjects.	
“Like	the	Minor	in	Writing	and	Rhetoric	before	it,	the	proposed	Major	will	work	in	
conjunction	with	other	UCF	undergraduate	programs”	rather	than	compete,	as	well	as	
provide	students	the	ability	to	write	and	analyze	for	a	variety	of	audiences	and	settings.	

The	major	will	produce	students	with	an	assortment	of	comprehensive	skills	that	are	
necessary	to	enter	multiple	work	fields,	from	marketing	to	information	technology.	Also,	
provide	the	necessary	training	in	writing	and	communication	competencies.	

Discussions	with	and	evaluation	of	other	universities	that	have	implemented	writing	
programs	“suggest	that	the	B.A.	will	garner	immediate	student	interest	and	grow	
quickly.”	

A	study	conducted	in	2010	showed	that	40%	of	those	surveyed	believe	UCF	should	
incorporate	Writing	and	Rhetoric	as	a	Major.	UCF	predicts	the	number	of	students	
declaring	the	major	will	increase	form	10-20	in	year	one	to	80-160	by	year	four.	

Recruitment	will	expand	upon	efforts	already	put	forth	for	the	Writing	and	Rhetoric	
Minor,	including	“presentations/tables	and	the	distribution	of	marketing	materials	at	
the	First-Year	and	Transfer	orientations,	at	Career	Services’	Majors	fair,	and	at	advising	
offices	around	campus,	including	the	Office	of	Pre-Professional	Advising.”	

-ENDS-	

For	more	information	contact	

UCF	Department	of	Writing	and	Rhetoric	

•				407-823-2295	
•				Fax:	407-823-1287	
•				writingandrhetoric@ucf.edu	
•				P.O.	Box	161345	Orlando,	FL	32816-1345	
	

Media	Release	
	
UCF	is	preparing	to	unveil	a	new	Bachelors	of	Arts	degree	in	Writing	and	Rhetoric.	The	
report	that	proposed	the	new	major	emphasizes	the	importance	of	communication	skills	
for	information-service	jobs.	Many	students	who	enter	the	workforce	for	the	first	time	
are	lacking	in	sufficient	writing	abilities,	according	to	the	report.	This	new	degree	will	
prepare	potential	writers	for	careers	in	written	and	communication	based	professions.	
The	negative	perceptions	of	an	employee’s	writing	abilities	are	detrimental	in	job	
advancement.	There	is	a	need	for	the	understanding	of	effective	communication	in	
many	burgeoning	fields,	yet	a	lack	of	training	in	this	area	among	many	professionals.	



The	report	is	clear;	“The	entering	workforce	is	largely	seen	by	potential	employers	as	
somewhat	deficient	in	writing	and	other	communication	competencies,	which	suggests	
the	need	for	more	and	better	training	in	this	area.”	
Local	development	and	economic	advancement	has	led	to	an	increase	in	demand	for	
qualified	professional	communicators.	An	“impending	talent	shortage”	due	to	the	aging	
Baby	Boomer	workforce	in	Florida	has	also	increased	the	need	for	more	professional	
multimedia	communicators	with	experience	in	writing.	
“According	to	the	U.S.	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics’	Occupational	Outlook	Handbook,	
employment	in	several	of	these	job	sectors	is	expected	to	grow	about	as	fast	or	faster	
than	average”,	says	the	report.	Writing	for	multimedia	or	websites	is	expected	to	grow	
by	8%,	and	the	need	for	technical	writers	is	predicted	to	grow	by	about	18%.			
The	Florida	Department	of	Economic	Opportunity	also	projects	growth	in	media	and	
communications	workers	to	continue.	Editors,	technical	writers	and	reporters	are	
professionals	that	will	become	increasingly	in	demand	in	Florida’s	growing	economy.	 	
As	other	institutions	are	expanding	their	writing	programs	to	keep	pace	with	this	
growing	job	sector,	UCF	continues	to	be	at	the	forefront	of	universities	providing	
relevant	education	programs	to	meet	employment	opportunities.	
This	B.A.	program	will	be	the	first	full	major	of	its	kind	offered	in	the	state	of	Florida.	The	
program	will	offer	opportunities	for	professional	writing	experience,	writing	in	civic	
situations,	and	research-based	writing.	The	program	will	also	offer	courses	in	specialized	
communication	such	as	international	literacy	and	global	rhetorics.				
The	new	major	will	compliment	similar	established	programs	at	UCF	in	an	effort	to	
provide	comprehensive	preparation	for	careers	that	are	increasingly	writing	intensive.	
Students	will	be	taught	concepts	of	writing	and	rhetoric	which	will	be	useful	for	jobs	in	
the	professional	sector,	as	well	as	be	prepared	for	community	and	civic	based	writing	
careers.			
Philip	Kinkopf,	Email:	Philipkinkopf@knights.ucf.edu			 		
	
UCF	Offers	Students	New	Writing	and	Rhetoric	Major,	First	of	its	Kind	in	Florida	
	
Orlando,	FL	-	The	University	of	Central	Florida	is	now	offering	students	the	
opportunity	to	major	in	Writing	and	Rhetoric,	a	program	taken	within	the	College	of	
Arts	and	Humanities.	While	six	other	state	universities	offer	similar	programs,	this	
major	is	the	first	of	its	kind	in	Florida.	
	
This	Writing	and	Rhetoric	major	offers	students	the	opportunity	to	get	in-depth	
training	within	the	field	that	prepares	them	for	a	wide	range	of	writing-related	jobs.	
The	program	consists	of	a	cutting-edge	curriculum	and	an	accomplished	faculty	that	
helps	students	learn	how	to	create	and	build	portfolios	to	showcase	to	future	
employers.		
	
This	36	credit-hour	program	was	designed	with	a	flexible	structure	that	enables		
of	study	adapted	to	their	career	goals.	Throughout	the	program,	students	will	develop	
several	“habits	of	mind”	that	support	effective	and	ethical	communication.		



	
The	University’s	goals	of	this	program	are	to	offer	the	best	undergrad	education	in	
Florida,	provide	international	focus	to	our	curriculum	and	research	programs,	and	to	
become	America’s	leading	partnership	university.	
	
The	Department	of	Writing	and	Rhetoric	has	high	hopes	for	the	major	and	estimates	
to	have	80	to	160	declared	students	in	the	program	within	the	next	four	years.	
	
For	more	information	about	the	program,	email	writingandrhetoric@ucf.edu	or		
visit	writingandrhetoric.cah.ucf.edu.		
	
About	the	Department	of	Writing	and	Rhetoric	
	
The	Department	of	Writing	and	Rhetoric	promotes	sustained	writing	opportunities	
across	the	university	by	providing	a	strong	writing	foundation	in	first-year	writing;	
coordination	and	support	of	writing	across	the	curriculum	and	in	the	community;	and	
four	upper-division	and	graduate-level	degree	and	certificate	programs.	All	of	these	
efforts	are	grounded	in	the	robust	tradition	of	scholarship,	dating	back	to	the	
emergence	of	rhetorical	study	in	the	5th	century	B.C.E.	and	including	more	recent	
research	in	writing	studies.	
	
													
Contact:	Michael	J.	Walsh																																																																															FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE	
Bus.	Phone:	321-444-8030	
Email:	michael.walsh@knights.ucf.edu	

PROGRAM	FIRST	OF	ITS	KIND	IN	FLORIDA;	POISED	TO	BECOME	NATIONAL	MODEL	
		UCF	Major:	Writing	and	Rhetoric	-	answers	call	by	industry	for	stronger	communication	skills.	

ORLANDO,	FL	--	The	University	of	Central	Florida,	is	the	only	four	year	institution,	in	the	state	of	
Florida,	to	offer	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	Degree	(B.A.)	in	Writing	and	Rhetoric.		The	program	began	as	a	
minor,	Writing	and	Rhetoric,	in	the	College	of	Arts	and	Humanities.		The	major	has	become	a	tent	
pole	for	a	variety	of	tracks	 including	in-depth	training	in:	Freelance	Writing,	Journalism,	Editing,	
Technical	Communications,	Advocacy,	Marketing,	Advertising,	Public	Relations,	Law,	Health	and	
Human	Services	and	more,	with	a	host	of	deeply	embedded	writing	disciplines.	
UCF	 is	 the	 Nation’s	 second	 largest	 University,	 with	 enrollment	 topping	 60,000	 students,	 as	 of	
2012.	 	The	result	means	this	 ‘metropolitan	public	research’	 institution	sets	a	competitively	high	
bar	by	preparing	students	for	“a	growing	and	diversifying	knowledge	based	economy.”(sic)		This	is	
achieved	 through	 a	 group	 of	 faculty	 and	 scholars,	 of	 nationally	 recognized	 and	 award	winning	
stature,	 from	 within	 the	 writing	 community.	 	Several	 have	 tenure	 and	 extensive	 community	
service	 experience,	 research	 pursuits,	 and	 ‘service-learning’	 teaching	 experience.	 	Each	 share	 a	
vision	 of,	 “offering	 the	 best	 education	 possible,	 providing	 international	 focus	 on	 curricula	 and	
research	and	striving	to	be	America’s	leading	partner	in	civic	and	[professional]	communications	
and	research.”	(UCF)	DWR/CAH,	White	Paper,	2012.	
According	to	the	National	Association	of	Colleges	and	Employers,	“written	communication	skills,	
analytical	 skills,	 and	 verbal	 communication	 skills	 are	 among	 the	 top	eight	 attributes	employers	



look	for”,	(NACE)	2012,	Job	Outlook.	 	In	2010,	the	Florida	Department	of	Economic	Opportunity	
reported	employment	projections	suggesting	a	1%	per	year	rate	of	growth	for	communications	
jobs	in:	PR,	marketing,	legal	services,	media	and	other	writing	based	careers	between	2011-2019.	
In	2009,	Workforce	Florida	declared	“an	 impending	 talent	shortage”,	among	writing	specialists,	
from	2010-2015.	
The	National	Commission	on	Writing	(College	Boards)	sites	writing	[and	rhetoric]	as	a	“threshold	
skill”.	 	In	 their	 2004	 report,	 NCW	 cites	 employers	 discussing	 negative	 perceptions	 of	 their	
employees’	writing	abilities.	 	Noting	 their	 survey	 results,	 “40	percent	of	 firms	 [require]	 training	
for	salaried	employees	with	writing	deficiencies.”	 	(NCW)	Writing:	A	Ticket	to	Work…Or	a	Ticket	
Out	-	A	Survey	of	Business	Leaders	
UCF,	 was	 founded	 by	 the	 Florida	 State	 Legislature	 in	 1963.	 It	 opened	 in	 1968	 as	 Florida	
Technological	 University,	 for	 the	 purpose	 of	 providing	 qualified	 professionals	 to	 support	 the	
growing	aerospace	industry.	

#	#	#	
For	more	information	on	this	topic,	or	for	information	on	The	Department	of	Writing	
and	Rhetoric,	please	call	the	DWR	office	at	(407)	823-0349	or	email,	Adele	Richardson,	
at	adele@ucf.edu.			Link:	writingandrhetoric.cah.ucf.edu	
	
	
Poster	Content	
	
The	Writing	and	Rhetoric	major	was	designed	to	prepare	students	to	effectively	
communicate	in	both	their	professional	and	personal	lives.	There	are	several	tracks	
within	the	major	for	students	who	want	to	focus	on	certain	areas	of	writing,	
including________.	The	flexible	requirements	of	the	major	enable	students	to	tailor	
classes	according	to	their	career	plans	so	they	may	best	prepare	themselves	to	work	in	
areas	such	as	editing,	copywriting,	grant	writing,	marketing	or	sales	writing,	web	
content	management,	communication	management,	and	more.	
Though	the	tracks	are	helpful	and	applicable	for	a	variety	of	jobs,	students	are	not	
required	to	choose	a	track.	The	curriculum	is	designed	to	be	flexible	enough	for	students	
to	tailor	their	education	to	suit	their	career	goals,	so	students	have	the	freedom	to	make	
decisions	about	which	classes	in	the	major	they	feel	are	necessary	to	meet	those	goals.	
	
Organizational	Chart	of	Goals		
	
Engaging	 Sticker		 Pamphlet		 Course	Descriptions	

Flexibility	 Mug		 Poster	 Course	Descriptions	

Network/Goal	 Tshirt	 Flyer	 Course	Descriptions	

Design	Consistency	 Audience	 Focal	Point	 Copy	and	Editing	
	
Definitions	of	Rhetoric	
From	white	papers:	



“rhetoric	has	been	conceptualized	as	the	art	of	persuasion,	achieved	through	thoughtful	
deliberation	that	leads	to	ethical	decision-making;	thus,	we	can	connect	the	study	and	
practice	of	rhetoric	to	that	of	critical	reasoning,	problem	solving,	and	ethical	judgment”	
	
Writing	and	Rhetoric	is	the	art	of	merging	written	word	with	a	variety	of	mediums	to	
effectively	communicate	and	appeal	to	an	audience.		
	
Phil	found	this	in	SPTC-	method	for	understanding	how	any	communication	does	what	it	
does.	pg441	
	
Kelly:	Rhetoric	can	be	defined	as	the	art	of	persuasion	being	used	in	writing	while	
appealing	to	a	person’s	logos,	ethos,	and	pathos.	
Masumi:	Rhetoric	is	the	art	of	effective	communication	through	visual,	written,	and	
spoken	modes.	It	is	the	study	and	implementation	of	effective	communication	and	
argumentation	tactics.			
	
From	Haas	et.	al:	“Rhetoric	is	concerned	with	how	individuals	know,	create,	and	invent	
within	the	ever-shifting	and	dynamic	social,	political,	and	economic	contexts	in	which	
they	operate.”	
	
Powell,	Malea,	Pigg,	Stacey,	Leon,	Kendall	and	Haas,	Angela	(2010)	‘Rhetoric’,	
Encyclopedia	of	Library	and	Information	Sciences,	Third	Edition,	1:1,	4548	—	4556.		
	
	
Flyer	Content	
	
The	Writing	and	Rhetoric	major	prepares	students	for	careers	in	the	many	current	and	
emerging	fields	of	professional	writing.	A	strong	foundation	in	the	practices	of	effective	
communication	combined	with	job-oriented	training	make	the	Writing	and	Rhetoric	
major	B.A.	a	diverse	and	applicable	degree	for	many	professional	writing	careers.												
	
Integral	to	effective	writing	is	the	understanding	and	application	of	rhetoric	and	its	
importance	in	writing	for	many	professional	fields.		
	
Group	work,	small	class	sizes,	and	innovative	coursework	all	prepare	Writing	and	
Rhetoric	students	for	the	team-based	work	environments	that	many	students	
experience	in	their	careers.	In	our	increasingly	knowledge-based	economy,	mastering	
the	fundamental	skills	of	writing,	working	as	a	part	of	a	team,	and	effective	visual	
communication	are	key	to	success	as	a	professional	writer.		
	
The	Writing	&	Rhetoric	B.A.	will	prepare	students	to	critically	analyze	and	effectively	
produce	texts	for	a	variety	of	mediums,	contexts,	and	audiences.	With	rhetoric	at	the	
foundation,	students	in	the	major	will	develop	effective,	ethical	communication	habits	



and	practices	such	as	being	open	to	diverse	ways	of	thinking	and	creative	problem	
solving	as	individuals,	but	especially	as	part	of	a	team.		
Faculty	help	students	network	and	find	careers	
Faculty	working	in	the	DWR	include	award-winning	teachers	and	nationally	recognized	
scholars	of	rhetoric	and	writing	in	areas	such	as	global	and	intercultural	rhetoric	and	
civic	and	community-based	writing	
	
From	white	papers:	“The	Center	for	Public	Education’s	report,	Defining	a	21st	Century	
Education,	points	to	the	importance	of	both	foundational	reading	and	writing	skills	as	
well	as	more	“complex	communication,”	which	involves	“interacting	with	other	people	
to	acquire	information,	to	explain	it,	or	to	persuade	others	of	its	importance”	(Jerald	3).	
Complex	communication	can	involve	reading	and	writing	to	learn,	flexible	interpersonal	
interaction,	and	creative	problem	solving.	Drawing	on	survey	and	other	research,	this	
report	argues	that	such	communication-related	competencies	are	highly	valued	by	
employers	and	essential	to	information-service	jobs	that	may	be	relatively	safe	from	
outsourcing	(Jerald	7).	Yet	the	entering	workforce	is	largely	seen	by	potential	employers	
as	somewhat	deficient	in	writing	and	other	communication	competencies,	which	
suggests	the	need	for	more	and	better	training	in	this	area.”	
	
Students	benefit	from	the	resources	of	a	large	university	while	still	enjoying	the	
advantages	of	one-on-one	time	with	instructors	and	advisors	during	office	hours,	small	
classes	(most	will	be	capped	at	25	students),	and	a	flexible	curriculum.	
	
	

THE	COURSE	DESCRIPTIONS		
	
For	flexibility	we	are	creating	a	two	sided	course	description	with	a	flyer	type	
introduction	on	the	front	and	instructions	to	check	out	the	course	descriptions	on	the	
back.	Just	to	take	away	from	the	page	looking	like	a	webpage.		
	
(engagement	focused)	
Writing	for	Publication-	This	class	analyzes	and	prepares	students	for	the	world	of	
publication	through	intriguing	discussions	and	lectures	by	accomplished	writers.	
Students	will	research	publishing,	gain	confidence	in	their	identity	as	a	writer,	and	ability	
to	publish	their	work	in	specific	online	and	print	publications.	There	will	be	in-depth	
analysis	of	published	writers	and	their	steps	to	marketing	their	work	to	editors,	
publishers,	and	readers.	Students	will	gain	a	strong	foundation	on	the	principles	of	
writing	query	letters,	cover	letters,	and	understanding	submission	guidelines.	
	
Writing	in	Digital	Environments-	Students	will	be	introduced	to	literacy	and	writing	
within	new	media/	internet.	They	will	analyze	digital	environments	and	the	literacy	
practices	that	affect	them.	Students	will	work	to	create	digital	environments	with	a	



specific	rhetorical	aim.	Lessons	include	introduction	to	design,	social	media,	digital	
networks,	and	technology	and	the	rhetorical	practices	that	connect	them.	
	
Rhetoric	and	Civic	Engagement-	Students	will	gain	a	strong	understanding	of	rhetorical	
theories,	and	their	relationship	to	civic	issues.	They	will	develop	a	semester	long	
campaign	to	bring	awareness	to	a	civic	issue	they	are	interested	in	by	using	rhetorical	
tools.	Participate	in	group	discussions	regarding	practices	of	rhetorical	theories	in	civic	
engagement	issues.		
	
	
Interview	Questions	and	Interviews		
Student	Questions	
Majors	

1. What	factors	made	you	choose	the	Writing	and	Rhetoric	major?	
2. Do	you	know	what	rhetoric	is	and	can	you	define	it?	
3. What	program	track	in	writing	and	rhetoric	are	you	following	and	what	career	

path	are	you	working	towards?	(General	career	area	is	fine)	
4. What	resources	did	you	go	to	in	order	to	learn	more	about	a	program?	(Website,	

Facebook,	advisor.)		
5. Which	types	of	courses	do	you	most	enjoy	in	writing	and	rhetoric?	
6. Why	did	you	choose	Writing	and	Rhetoric	over	the	other	English	majors?	

	
Minors/non-majors	

1. What	factors	helped/will	help	you	decide	on	a	major?	
2. What	resources	would	you	go	to	in	order	to	learn	more	about	a	program?	

(Website,	facebook,	advisor.)		
3. Which	courses	are	you	most	looking	forward	to	in	writing	and	rhetoric?	
4. Why	were	you	interested	in	the	writing	and	rhetoric	minor	as	opposed	to	the	

major?	
5. Why	did	you	choose	Writing	and	Rhetoric	above	the	other	English	minors?	

	
Professor	Questions	

1. What	is	the	most	important	takeaway	for	this	specific	class	for	your	students?	
a. Are	there	certain	ways	of	thinking	you	hope	to	instill	in	your	students	

through	this	class?	
2. What	are	traits	of	a	successful	writing	and	rhetoric	student?	
3. What	projects/subjects	do	students	get	the	most	excited	about	in	each	of	your	

classes?	
4. What	kind	of	group	work	or	group	discourse	do	you	incorporate	into	your	

classes?	

	
FACULTY	INTERVIEW	
	



Dr.	Mary	Tripp	
Literacy	&	Technology	ENC	3417	
What	is	the	most	important	takeaway	for	this	specific	class	for	your	students?	Are	
there	certain	ways	of	thinking	you	hope	to	instill	in	your	students	through	this	class?	
Technology	affects	literacy	and	our	own	literacy	practices	shape	the	way	technology	
develops.	More	theoretical.	Less	focus	on	digital	technology.	Printing	press	&	pen	
are	technologies.	Collaboration		
What	projects/subjects	do	students	get	the	most	excited	about	in	each	of	your	
classes?	
Students	go	to	the	library	archive	and	pull	up	literacy	artifacts.	Put	together	a	display	
for	the	library.	Working	in	the	archives	in	teams.	
Develop	a	project	where	students	work	in	the	library	archives	in	collaboration	with	
archivists	and	students	to	create	a	display	that	demonstrates/illustrates	literacy.	
History	focused.	History	of	writing	technologies.	
Focus	on	literacy	and	literacy	practices,	comes	from	new	literacy	studies.	
	
Writing	in	Digital	Environments	ENC	4416	
What	is	the	most	important	takeaway	for	this	specific	class	for	your	students?	Are	
there	certain	ways	of	thinking	you	hope	to	instill	in	your	students	through	this	class?	
Technology	affects	literacy	and	our	own	literacy	practices	shape	the	way	technology	
develops.	
Practice	writing	in	digital	environments;	don’t	just	learn	the	theory.	Apply	it.	Specific	
focus	on	digital	technologies,	networks,	hidden	information	from	the	surface	of	
what	is	visible.	
What	projects/subjects	do	students	get	the	most	excited	about	in	each	of	your	
classes?	
Developing	our	own	digitally	networked	environment	that	fills	a	need,	creates	a	
cause.	
More	rhetoric	focused	because	we	do	more	analysis	of	our	environment	and	our	
choices.	
Collaboration.	All	writing	is	collaborative	more	than	we	want	to	think.	Develop	a	
thick	skin	to	constructive	criticism.	
What	are	traits	of	a	successful	writing	and	rhetoric	student?	
Interested	and	engaged	in	the	materials.	They	show	up	to	office	hours	to	ask	
questions.	Talk	to	professors	about	more	than	just	the	coursework.	
They	spend	a	lot	of	time	thinking	and	may	not	exhibit	in	the	form	of	talking	or	taking	
notes.	Being	thoughtfully	engaged	with	the	material	and	other	people.	

	
	
Nathan	Holic	
Essay	as	Cultural	Commentary	
What	is	the	most	important	takeaway	for	this	specific	class	for	your	students?	Are	
there	certain	ways	of	thinking	you	hope	to	instill	in	your	students	through	this	class?	



An	understanding	of	the	genre	of	the	personal	essay	and	why	writers	choose	to	
write	in	that	genre,	why	readers	choose	to	read	in	that	genre.	All	the	possibilities	
that	genre	has	for	writers	
How	the	personal	essay	can	work	for	us,	where	we	can	use	it	and	how	we	can	use	it.	
Changed	perception	of	what	essays	actually	are	and	can	be.	
Students	think	of	essays	as	less	of	school	essays	but	how	real	world	essays	work	and	
how	they	are	able	to	use	those	essays	to	achieve	some	purpose.	
Writing	not	from	a	place	of	argument.	Here	is	something	I	want	to	prove	to	you	and	
here	is	what	backs	it	up.	Essay	is	about	possibilities.	How	to	use	writing	as	discovery	
rather	than	argumentation.	
What	projects/subjects	do	students	get	the	most	excited	about	in	each	of	your	
classes?	
Mini	essays	throughout	the	semester.	Free	writing	projects	where	you	have	the	
freedom	to	explore	ideas	that	you	wouldn’t	have	explored	if	you	were	assigned	
something.	Choose	your	prompts.	Explore	what	students	enjoy	writing	about.	
What	kind	of	group	work	or	group	discourse	do	you	incorporate	into	your	classes?	
Reading	discussions	
Peers	ask	questions	to	help	the	student	explore	more	in	that	writing.	
	
Writing	for	Publication	
What	is	the	most	important	takeaway	for	this	specific	class	for	your	students?	Are	
there	certain	ways	of	thinking	you	hope	to	instill	in	your	students	through	this	class?	
Understand	the	world	of	publication.	What	it	takes	to	publish	a	piece	of	writing	and	
to	understand	the	interaction	between	writers,	editors,	and	readers.	A	more	
concrete	vision	of	how	it	works.	How	to	position	yourself	in	a	way	to	actually	submit	
to	a	publication.	
What	projects/subjects	do	students	get	the	most	excited	about	in	each	of	your	
classes?	
Group	publication	
Query	letter,	cover	letter,	look	at	submission	guidelines	
What	kind	of	group	work	or	group	discourse	do	you	incorporate	into	your	classes?	
Reading	discussions	
5	question	model	for	responses	
What	are	traits	of	a	successful	writing	and	rhetoric	student?	
You	have	to	have	a	passion	for	reading	for	more	than	just	enjoyment.	Read	like	a	
writer.	Trying	to	figure	out	things	like	genre,	intended	audience,	how	others	use	this	
genre.	Don’t	take	everything	at	face	value.	Understand	why	people	are	writing	and	
for	whom	to	help	you	or	others	write	better.	

	
	
Dr.	Bell	
Writing	for	Publication	ENC	3351	
What	is	the	most	important	takeaway	for	this	specific	class	for	your	students?	Are	
there	certain	ways	of	thinking	you	hope	to	instill	in	your	students	through	this	class?	



Well-focused	identity	as	a	writer	and	the	confidence	to	follow	through.	Have	a	good	
sense	of	their	voice	in	writing.	Know	what’s	out	there	and	give	it	a	try.	
What	projects/subjects	do	students	get	the	most	excited	about	in	each	of	your	
classes?	
Create	a	writer	profile	of	someone	whose	work	they	admire.	They	can	work	with	
multiple	modalities.	
Analysis	of	the	publication	they	want	to	publish	in.	
What	kind	of	group	work	or	group	discourse	do	you	incorporate	into	your	classes?	
Discussion	board,	panel	presentations	(individual	projects,	come	together	as	a	
group,	present	their	group	findings	as	a	class),	plan	a	group	presentation	that	is	
some	kind	of	a	publication	project	(could	be	an	article,	a	site,	or	a	blog,	and	then	
write	about	the	process)	that	they	would	work	on	together	
What	are	traits	of	a	successful	writing	and	rhetoric	student?	
They	have	to	like	language	and	be	intrigued	and	amused	by	it.	They	need	to	be	
curious	about	how	to	express	themselves	and	be	willing	to	take	on	new	challenges.	
Get	out	of	their	comfort	zone.		
	

	
Dr.	Rios		
Rhetoric	and	Civic	Engagement		
What	is	the	most	important	takeaway	for	this	specific	class	for	your	students?	Are	
there	certain	ways	of	thinking	you	hope	to	instill	in	your	students	through	this	class?		
Understand	how	citizenship	works	in	the	context	of	colonialism	and	immigration.	
Understand	that	social	justice	is	contested.	Not	everybody	agrees	on	what	social	
justice	is.	Understand	the	difference	between	charity	and	justice	Certain	people	are	
constructed	as	a-rhetorical,	they	need	our	help.	People	can	have	rhetoric	and	use	
rhetoric	but	in	ways	that	may	not	be	familiar	to	academia.		
	
What	projects/subjects	do	students	get	the	most	excited	about	in	each	of	your	
classes?	Learn	how	to	make	and	design	things	that	have	immediate	impact	in	
people’s	everyday	life	(not	just	professional).		
What	kind	of	group	work	or	group	discourse	do	you	incorporate	into	your	classes?	
Community	partner	(CIW):	wants	students	to	organize	a	campaign	for	awareness.	
Class	discussions	and	group	work		
What	are	traits	of	a	successful	writing	and	rhetoric	student?		
Should	be	able	to	be	innovative.	Be	able	to	assess	situation	to	best	understand	how	
to	invent	a	solution/thing.	Conscious.	Critical	Thinkers.	Have	an	awareness	of	
audience	but	also	an	awareness	of	how	texts	move	across	space	and	time	(or	could	
travel).	Be	able	to	exploit	the	full	potential	of	various	modes	of	meaning	making	(5	
multimodalities).	Stop	reducing	everything	to	a	text.	
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TSHIRT	QUOTE	IDEA	
	
“rhetoric	made	me	do	it”		
*Rhetoric:	
Definitions	may	vary.	Often	ignorantly	associated	with	negative	political	jargon.	More	
accurately	defined	as	the	art	and	science	of	persuasion	in	communication	in	order	to	



achieve	a	goal.	The	power	of	communication	to	enlighten	and	confuse,	reveal	and	hide	
truths.	Language	in	action.	
	
I	thought	this	was	clever	too	like	RHETORIC	AND	WRITING	then	a	small	explanation.	this	
one	was	sarcastic	and	funny	which	most	college	kids	like	we	could	come	up	with	a	clever	
definition	or	explanation	
	
Why	do	people	ask	rhetorical	questions?	What	is	the	point	of	a	rhetorical	questions?	
Something	along	those	lines	
“That’s	so	meta”	
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Below I put an example for what I think the PowerPoint should look like. Just a basic starting idea.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
	


